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Child’s plea—for
trees and a park

By JAMES
CUNNINGHAM

Fair-haired Michael
Vogel is eight and he
likes to play cricket on
an open grassy space
opposite his home in
Eastlakes, Sydney.

But if the State Minister
for Local Government, Mr
Morton, decides that build-
ing should be permitted on
the 3%-acre open space,
Michael’s cricketing days
could end abruptly.

His mother, 32-year-old
Greek-born Mrs  Gina
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Vogel, said last night: “If
they build on this land we
will go back to-Europe. We
will have finished with
Australia.”

Mr T. J. Cahill, State
Labor member for Cook’s
River, has sent a telegram
to Mr Morton asking him
to receive a deputation of
Eastlakes home-unit dwel-
lers opposed to develop-
ment of the land,

Mr Cahill: said: “We
want him to call on Botany
Council and-the owners of
the land, Parkes Develop-
ments Pty Ltd, to show
cause why ‘a decision al-
lowing this land to be de-
veloped should not be re-
scinded. - -

“YI am hopeful he will
sce us.”’

The row between the
Eastlakes residents, who
live in.units built by Parkes
Developments, and the
company over the develop-
ment of the land blew up
after building material was
dumped on it and prepara-
tions for building begun.

The residents — mostly
migrants from Europe ~—
say that when they moved
into their units they were
promised that the land,
bordering the Lakes shop-
ping centre, would be re.
tained as a park.

The company denies such
& pProimise wajs xven. st J

Mrs Vogel, who lives in
Hellas Court, Longworth!
Avenue, said: “I have been|
12 years in Australia but I
would prefer to go back to
Greece if this company is
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rmitted to put up another

lock of umts facing us.

“They would cut out the
sun. It would be like liv-
ing in a jail™ o7
~Mrs Endela Koufsjukos,
who, also lives. in::Hellas
Court, said: “We bought
our unit here — and paid
extra for it — because, we
were told that we vould be

facing an space
where the children could
play. :

“We have been happy
here' until now but we
won't stay, in' Australia if
this Jang is allowed. to; go.
They promised ‘us trees ‘and
a park.”

- hglrdq"'bo‘@gd anedé “We
would be -prepared to- pay
extra:rates if-we could keep
this open space.

- “We came here so that
our children could have a
better and healthier life.”

Sydney -born  Michael
swang his bat and said:
“It's a beaut plice for
cricket. I like cricket”
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