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Michigan jobless rate edged down in August

LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan’s seasonally adjusted jobless rate displayed little change
in August, edging down by a tenth of a percentage point to 4.7 percent, according to
data released today by the Michigan Department of Technology, Management &
Budget. Employment in Michigan increased by 14,000 and unemployment declined by
3,000, resulting in a monthly workforce advance of 11,000.

The national jobless rate moved down by two-tenths of a percentage point over the
month to 5.2 percent and was half a percentage point above the Michigan rate. Since
August 2020, the national rate fell by 3.2 percentage points, while the statewide rate
declined by 3.8 percentage points.

“‘Michigan’s labor market indicators displayed only minimal change in August,” said
Wayne Rourke, associate director of the Bureau of Labor Market Information and
Strategic Initiatives. “However, total employment and payroll jobs both continued to
edge up over the month.”

Monthly and annual labor force trends and highlights

e Michigan’s workforce rose by 0.2 percent in August, which was comparable to
the trend nationally (+0.1 percent).

e Total statewide employment advanced for the sixth consecutive month.
Employment increased by 47,000, or 1.1 percent, since December 2020.

e Michigan unemployment dropped significantly by 45.8 percent over the year,
reflecting persons returning to jobs from pandemic-related layoffs. The number of
unemployed nationally declined by 38.1 percent since August 2020.

Michigan’s August 2021 employment levels remain below pre-pandemic levels

e Employment in Michigan in August 2021 remained 241,000, or 5.1 percent,
below the February 2020 pre-pandemic total.

e The number of unemployed in the state was 39,000, or 21.3 percent, higher than
pre-pandemic levels.

e The August 2021 Michigan jobless rate of 4.7 percent was a full percentage point
above the February 2020 rate of 3.7 percent.
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Michigan

Labor Force Estimates
Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Aug. | Jul. | Aug.
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month Over the Year
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Civilian 4,726 | 4,715 | 4842 | 11 | 02% | -116 | -2.4%
Labor Force
Employed 4,502 | 4,488 | 4,429 14 0.3% 73 1.6%
Unemployed 224 | 227 | 413 -3 -1.3% -189 -45.8%
Unemployment Rate | 4.7 4.8 8.5 -0.1 XXX -3.8 XXX

Detroit metro area jobless rate decreases during August

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate declined by two-tenths of a percentage point during August to 4.1
percent. The Detroit MSA employment total advanced by 8,000, while unemployment
inched down by 3,000. The region’s workforce rose by 6,000 over the month.

The Detroit MSA unemployment rate declined by 6.5 percentage points over the year.
Employment increased by 63,000 since August 2020 as persons were recalled from

pandemic-related layoffs.

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA

Labor Force Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Aug. | Jul. | Aug. H h H
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Mont Over the Year
Numeric | Percent
Civilian 203820322114 6 0.3% 76 | -3.6%
Labor Force
Employed 1,953 | 1,945 | 1,890 8 0.4% 63 3.3%
Unemployed 84 87 224 -3 -3.4% -140 -62.5%
Unemployment Rate | 4.1 4.3 10.6 -0.2 XXX -6.5 XXX
(more)
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Michigan payroll jobs inch up modestly in August

The monthly survey of employers indicated that total Michigan nonfarm employment
was stable in August, advancing by 5,000, or 0.1 percent, resulting in an August job
total of 4,172,000.

Minor job changes occurred in most statewide industries between July and August. The
most pronounced over-the-month employment addition occurred in the state’s
transportation equipment manufacturing sector (+4,000). Recalls and layoffs in this
industry continued in August as a result of shortages of semiconductors used in
vehicles.

Industry employment trends and highlights

Michigan’s small percent job gain in August (+0.1 percent) was similar to that
exhibited nationally (+0.2 percent).

Seasonally adjusted Michigan payroll jobs advanced for the fourth consecutive
month.

Jobs in Michigan’s trade, transportation, and utilities industry rose for the third
consecutive month in August. Over the year, sector jobs increased by 26,000, or
3.5 percent.

Statewide payroll employment advanced by 129,000, or 3.2 percent, over the
year. Michigan nonfarm jobs remained 281,000, or 6.3 percent, below the
February 2020 pre-pandemic level.

On a numerical basis, the state’s leisure and hospitality and professional and
business services industries each recorded the largest over-the-year gain in
jobs (+36,000).

(more)
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Michigan

Payroll Employment Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Aug.* | Jul* | Aug. Over the Month*** | Over the Year ***
2021 | 2021 | 2020
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Total Nonfarm Payroll
y 4172 | 4,167 | 4,044 5 0.1% 129 3.2%
Jobs
Natural Resources
. 7 7 7 0 0.0% 1 7.7%
and Mining
Construction 176 177 170 -1 -0.7% 6 3.3%
Manufacturing 573 571 568 2 0.3% 4 0.8%
Transportation
] P I 173 169 176 4 2.5% -3 -1.7%
Equipment
Trade,
Transportation, and 779 778 752 0 0.0% 26 3.5%
Utilities
Retail Trade 445 446 432 -1 -0.2% 13 3.0%
Information 50 50 49 0 0.8% 1 2.2%
Financial Activities 224 225 223 -1 -0.6% 1 0.5%
Professional and
) . 629 627 594 2 0.3% 36 6.0%
Business Services
Education and Health
. 649 646 635 2 0.4% 14 2.1%
Services
Leisure and
. ) 355 352 318 3 0.7% 36 11.4%
Hospitality Services
Other Services 147 147 142 0 -0.2% 5 3.2%
Government 585 587 585 -2 -0.3% 0 -0.1%

* Revised data for July 2021

** Preliminary data for August 2021

*** Change calculated using unrounded data

(more)
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Hours and Earnings for Production Workers

Michigan

Seasonally Adjusted

Manufacturing

Aug. Jul. Aug. Over the Month Over the Year
2021 2021 2020 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly | $946.93 | $977.18 | $904.74 | -30.25 | -3.1% 42.19 4.7%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 41.1 41.5 40.4 -0.4 -1.0% 0.7 1.8%
Hours
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing
Aug. Jul. Aug. Over the Month Over the Year
2021 2021 2020 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly |$1,230.88 | $1,276.54 | $1,218.85| -45.66 | -3.6% 12.03 1.0%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 44.2 44.3 43.8 -0.1 -0.2% 0.4 1.0%
Hours
-END-
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