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1: Project Overview



Builds from 2018 Assumptions

• Locally Supported and 
Funded Transit Line


• Light Rail Technology

• Blue Line/Red Line Transfer 

Opportunity

• Initial Investment from 

Grand to Chippewa

• St. Louis County Extension 

Opportunity
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Adapts to 2022 Conditions

• COVID-impacted travel patterns:


• Fewer downtown commuters

• Transit resiliency in key NS-SS neighborhoods


• New growth centers in Downtown West and Midtown


• Streamlined alignment fosters opportunity for County 
expansion:


• Faster travel times 

• Reduces downtown conflicts and impacts

• Offsets cost escalation

PROJECT OVERVIEW



Concurrent and Coordinated Studies for 
City and County

• City of St. Louis – 15% design, costs 
and ridership for the updated 
Northside-Southside alignment on 
Jefferson Avenue


• St. Louis County – Alternatives 
analysis for a North County extension


• Coordinated Stakeholder Engagement 
and Public Involvement Roll-out
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Project Technology Assumptions

• Modern In-street Light Rail system 

• Minimize impacts to adjacent properties

• Operates in a dedicated lane, separated by curb to 

enhance safety and travel times for the train 

• Pedestrian enhancements and level boarding at stations


• Specific vehicle selection, including decisions about 
battery and/or overhead catenary power will continue 
to be evaluated through later phases of design


• Current design does not preclude either option

• Ability to adapt to evolving vehicle capabilities
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Funding of Current Work


• Allocation from Economic Development Sales Tax. 
(Passed in 2017)


• Partnership between City of St. Louis & Bi-State


Comparable Project Types


• Minneapolis / St. Paul Green Line


• Phoenix / Valley Metro Light Rail




Project Timeline

• City and County 
stakeholder coordination


• City: Advance design for 
new Jefferson alignment 
segment


• County: Planning 
screening analysis and 
definition of alternatives

PROJECT OVERVIEW
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• Coordinated public 
engagement and survey


• City: Refine design to 
15% and model ridership 
and costs


• County: Station area 
analysis, cost and 
ridership estimates


• Coordinated public 
outreach and information


• City: Support transition to 
next project phase/ 
Federal process 


• County: Refine and 
evaluate preferred 
alternative



Project Timeline – Jefferson Alignment

• Preliminary Engineering (PE) 30% 
Design 


• National Environmental Protection 
Act (NEPA) Evaluation


• Project included in Long Range 
Transportation Plan


• 30% Local Funding Commitment
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Winter 
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Spring 
2023

Summer 
2023

Project 
Development

Engineering Construction

Local 
Process

Federal 
Process

• Federal Funding Request 


• 60% Design


• Project Included in 
Congressional Budget


• Full Funding Grant Agreement


• Final Design




2: Purpose and Need



! Percent of 
households 
without a vehicle


Transit Mode 
Share "


Goal: Provide 
more choices to 

those with limited 
transportation 

options

JEFFERSON ALIGNMENT



Better Access to Jobs 
Education, and Health 
Services
• Serves existing job 

density in Midtown and 
Downtown West and 
projected job growth


• New MetroLink 
passenger transfer 
station for access to 
the central corridor, 
Downtown, and Illinois
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Service Characteristics

• 5.6-mile corridor, serving approximately 14 stations


• Operates 5 AM – 1 AM, seven days a week


• Faster, more reliable, and comfortable transit  service for existing Route 4 and Route 11 riders

JEFFERSON ALIGNMENT

NS-SS Jefferson Alignment Existing Bus Service

Grand to Chippewa Travel Time 20-25 minutes 30-40 minutes w/transfer

Frequency 10-20 minutes 20-30 minutes

Average wait time 5-10 minutes 10-15 minutes

Passenger Amenities 
Safe crossings, seating, ticketing, 

and weather protection at all 
stations

Limited passenger amenities 
at select stops



Station Area Planning

• Preliminary locations reflect 2018 LPA

• At or within short walk of high-volume bus stops on S. Jefferson

• Creates new  transit access  between Chouteau and Market 

• Reflects NGA and ROW planning for N. Jefferson 


• Exact station placement to be refined through additional design and ridership analysis


• Natural Bridge extension supported by higher volume local stops

JEFFERSON ALIGNMENT



! Percent 
Minority 
population


Population living 
below Poverty"


Goal: Invest in 
historically 

underserved or 
marginalized 

neighborhoods
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Invest in improvements that benefit 
neighborhood stability and livability

• Cohesive Transit Oriented Development and Affordable Housing Policies

• 13% of all existing housing units near stations are legally binding affordable housing

• 17% of all current affordable housing units City-wide are within walking distance of a station. 


• Leverage improvements for neighborhood safety and security:

• Traffic calming, pedestrian crossing and other safety improvements

• Station lighting, increased foot traffic, and infill of vacant buildings
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Maximize Investment by Leveraging 
Federal Resources

• Increase the impact of local funding by identifying a project that meets Federal 
Transit Agency project justification criteria:

JEFFERSON ALIGNMENT



3: Outreach



Tell Us What You Think. Take Our Survey! 


	 www.GrowingMetrolink.com 


       Survey closes Sunday, May 15, 2023


	 	  


	 	   Thank You!


	 	
Scan QR Code to go to website

http://www.growingmetrolink.com/
http://www.growingmetrolink.com/


• City of St. Louis Open House


• May 23 4:00-7:00 (in person at 
Doorways)


• May 30 6:30- 8:00 (virtual)


• North STL County Community 
Connector Open House 

• May 22 4:00-7:00 (in person at Beyond 

Housing)


• May 31 6:30-8:00 (virtual)

Stakeholder and Public Engagement


