
 

In the Dark Shadow of the Supercycle:  
Tailings Failure Risk & Public Liability Reach All Time Highs 

Bowker, Lindsay Newland and David M. Chambers, 2017 (in press) 
 

See also: 
Bowker, L.N. and Chambers, D.M., 2016. Root Causes of Tailings Dam Overtopping: The Economics of Risk & 

Consequence. 2nd International Seminar on Dam Protection Against Overtopping. Ft. Collins, Colorado, USA, 7-9 
September 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

R² = 0.5158

R² = 0.93

R² = 0.7132

R² = 0.6483

1956-65 1966-75 1976-85 1986-95 1996-05 2006-15

Fig 1 INCREASING SEVERITY & FREQUENCY OF SIGNIFICANT TAILINGS FAILURES
TSF FAILURES BY DECADE 1956-2015

Source Chambers-Bowker TSF Failures 1915-2015
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Fig 7 Regression of Very Serious Failures
by CUGRADE
(R²=0.793)
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