
LESSON

Vocabulary: Read the story of St. John Chrysostom 
 included in this lesson; Discussion; and Review

Vocabulary Introduction / Review
• DIVINE LITURGY: the service we participate in on Sunday mornings & some weekdays
• SYRIA: St. John lived in Antioch, Syria. (Show your students where this is located on a 

map of the world.) Later, he was the patriarch of Constantinople, which is modern day 
Istanbul. (Located in northwest Turkey)

• MONK: a man who has decided to dedicate his life to God and will not get married

Read the story about St. John Chrysostom included with this lesson.

Review:
• Was St. John Chrysostom a bishop? (Yes)
• Did St. John give lots of sermons? (Yes)
• Was he a great teacher? (Yes, he was called the golden-mouthed)
• Tell me one thing you learned about St. John today.
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WEEK 7: LiTURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

PRE-K - KiNDERGARTEN

GOALS Who is St. John Chrysostom?
When do we use the Liturgy of St. John?



Reference pages 23-23 in “Christ Amongst Us”

When we go to church on Sundays, we participate in the service called the Divine Liturgy. 
Most Sundays, it is the liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.

Review Questions:
• What is the name of the service we go to on Sunday mornings? (Divine Liturgy)
• Did St. John write the Divine Liturgy we use on most Sundays? (Yes)
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S A I N T  J O H N  C H R Y S O STO M  

Lo n g  a go,  t h e re  l i ve d  a  m a n  n a m e d  Jo h n  w h o  l i ve d  i n  t h e  l a n d  
c a l l e d  A n t i o c h .  H i s  d a d  wa s  a  m i l i ta r y  l e a d e r a n d  d i e d  w h e n  Jo h n  
wa s  a  t i n y  b oy.  H i s  m o m  ra i s e d  h i m  to  l ove  G o d  a n d  m a d e  s u re  h e  
wa s  we l l  e d u c ate d .  A f te r  Jo h n  f i n i s h e d  s c h o o l ,  h e  b e c a m e  a  m o n k  
a n d  l i ve d  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  fo r  s eve ra l  ye a rs .  

A f te r  re tu r n i n g  to  t h e  c i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  i l l n e s s ,  S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  
o rd a i n e d  a  d e a c o n  a n d  t h e n  a  p r i e s t .  I t  wa s  w h i l e  
S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  a  p r i e s t  t h a t  h e  b e ga n  to  g i ve  m a n y  
s e r m o n s  a n d  b e c a m e  fa m o u s  fo r  t h e m . 

Eve n t u a l l y,  h e  wa s  o rd a i n e d  a  b i s h o p  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
te a c h i n g ,  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  c o u l d ,  a s  t h e  p at r i a rc h  o f  
C o n s ta n t i n o p l e .   

S a i n t  Jo h n  i s  k n ow n  fo r  h e l p i n g  t h e  p o o r a n d  s i c k ,  
a s  we l l  a s ,  fo r  h i s  s e r m o n s  a n d  w r i t i n gs .  A f te r  
h i s  d e at h ,  h e  wa s  c a l l e d  C h r ys o s to m  -  
w h i c h  m e a n s ,  “go l d e n  m o u t h e d .”  O n  m o s t 
S u n d ays ,  we  u s e  t h e  L i tu rg y  o f  S a i n t  Jo h n  
C h r ys o s to m  a n d  o n  Pa s c h a ,  we  h e a r o n e  
o f  h i s  s e r m o n s .  

We  re m e m b e r S a i n t  Jo h n  C h r ys o s to m  
o n  Nove m b e r 1 3 t h .  

Writ ten by Jenni fer  Hock ~  

I l lust rated by Anna Winter  
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LESSON

Vocabulary: Read the story of St. John Chrysostom 
 included in this lesson; Discussion; and Review

Vocabulary Introduction / Review
• DIVINE LITURGY: the service we participate in on Sunday mornings & some weekdays
• SYRIA: St. John lived in Antioch, Syria. (Show your students where this is located on a 

map of the world.) Later, he was the patriarch of Constantinople, which is modern day 
Istanbul. (Located in northwest Turkey)

• MONK: a man who has decided to dedicate his life to God and will not get married

Read the story about St. John Chrysostom included with this lesson.

Review:
• Was St. John Chrysostom a bishop? (Yes)
• Did St. John give lots of sermons? (Yes)
• Was he a great teacher? (Yes, he was called the golden-mouthed)
• Tell me one thing you learned about St. John today.
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WEEK 7: LiTURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

1ST - 2ND GRADE

GOALS Who is St. John Chrysostom?
When do we use the Liturgy of St. John?



Reference pages 23-23 in “Christ Amongst Us”

When we go to church on Sundays, we participate in the service called the Divine Liturgy. 
Most Sundays, it is the liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.

Review Questions:
• What is the name of the service we go to on Sunday mornings? (Divine Liturgy)
• Did St. John write the Divine Liturgy we use on most Sundays? (Yes)
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S A I N T  J O H N  C H R Y S O STO M  

Lo n g  a go,  t h e re  l i ve d  a  m a n  n a m e d  Jo h n  w h o  l i ve d  i n  t h e  l a n d  
c a l l e d  A n t i o c h .  H i s  d a d  wa s  a  m i l i ta r y  l e a d e r a n d  d i e d  w h e n  Jo h n  
wa s  a  t i n y  b oy.  H i s  m o m  ra i s e d  h i m  to  l ove  G o d  a n d  m a d e  s u re  h e  
wa s  we l l  e d u c ate d .  A f te r  Jo h n  f i n i s h e d  s c h o o l ,  h e  b e c a m e  a  m o n k  
a n d  l i ve d  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  fo r  s eve ra l  ye a rs .  

A f te r  re tu r n i n g  to  t h e  c i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  i l l n e s s ,  S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  
o rd a i n e d  a  d e a c o n  a n d  t h e n  a  p r i e s t .  I t  wa s  w h i l e  
S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  a  p r i e s t  t h a t  h e  b e ga n  to  g i ve  m a n y  
s e r m o n s  a n d  b e c a m e  fa m o u s  fo r  t h e m . 

Eve n t u a l l y,  h e  wa s  o rd a i n e d  a  b i s h o p  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
te a c h i n g ,  a s  m u c h  a s  h e  c o u l d ,  a s  t h e  p at r i a rc h  o f  
C o n s ta n t i n o p l e .   

S a i n t  Jo h n  i s  k n ow n  fo r  h e l p i n g  t h e  p o o r a n d  s i c k ,  
a s  we l l  a s ,  fo r  h i s  s e r m o n s  a n d  w r i t i n gs .  A f te r  
h i s  d e at h ,  h e  wa s  c a l l e d  C h r ys o s to m  -  
w h i c h  m e a n s ,  “go l d e n  m o u t h e d .”  O n  m o s t 
S u n d ays ,  we  u s e  t h e  L i tu rg y  o f  S a i n t  Jo h n  
C h r ys o s to m  a n d  o n  Pa s c h a ,  we  h e a r o n e  
o f  h i s  s e r m o n s .  

We  re m e m b e r S a i n t  Jo h n  C h r ys o s to m  
o n  Nove m b e r 1 3 t h .  

Writ ten by Jenni fer  Hock ~  

I l lust rated by Anna Winter  
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GOALS Who is St. John Chrysostom?
When do we use the Liturgy of St. John?

LESSON

Icon Discussion, Liturgy Discussion, Video

Share icon of St. John Chrysostom: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom#/
media/File:Johnchrysostom.jpg

What can we learn about Saint John Chrysostom from his icon?
• Does he look like he’s wearing vestments or everyday clothes? (Vestments)
• Who wears vestments? (Clergy)
• What is he holding in one of his hands? (A book)
• What is he doing with his other hand? (Blessing)

Reference pages 23-23 in “Christ Amongst Us” and read the story of St. John provided 
with this lesson

When we go to church on Sundays, we participate in the service called the Divine Liturgy. 
Most Sundays, it is the liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.

Review Questions:
• What is the name of the service we go to on Sunday mornings? (Divine Liturgy)
• Did St. John write the Divine Liturgy we use on most Sundays? (Yes)

YouTube: Video about St. John Chrysostom (25 min 8 sec) - 
https://youtu.be/b5N5msAPzLk
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WEEK 7: LiTURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

3RD - 5TH GRADE

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom#/media/File:Johnchrysostom.jpg
https://youtu.be/b5N5msAPzLk


 

S A I N T  J O H N  C H R Y S O STO M  
Lo n g  a go,  t h e re  l i ve d  a  m a n  n a m e d  Jo h n  w h o  l i ve d  i n  t h e  l a n d  c a l l e d  
A n t i o c h .  H i s  d a d  wa s  a  m i l i ta r y  l e a d e r a n d  d i e d  w h e n  Jo h n  wa s  a  yo u n g  
b oy.  H i s  m o m  ra i s e d  h i m  to  l ove  G o d  a n d  m a d e  s u re  h e  wa s  a l s o  we l l  
e d u c a te d .  Jo h n  f i n i s h e d  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e n  h e  b e c a m e  a  m o n k .  Jo h n  l i ve d  i n  
t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  fo r  s eve ra l  ye a rs  -  w h e re  h e  fa s te d ,  p raye d ,  a n d  b e ga n  h i s  
w r i t i n gs .  

A f te r  re tu r n i n g  to  t h e  c i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  i l l n e s s ,  S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  o rd a i n e d  a  
d e a c o n  a n d  t h e n  a  p r i e s t .  I t  wa s  w h i l e  S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  a  p r i e s t  t h a t  h e  
b e ga n  to  g i ve  m a n y  s e r m o n s  a n d  b e c a m e  fa m o u s  fo r  t h e m .   

Eve n tu a l l y,  h e  wa s  o rd a i n e d  a  b i s h o p  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
te a c h i n g  a s  t h e  p at r i a rc h  o f  C o n s ta n t i n o p l e .  He  wa s  n ot 
a l ways  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  we a l t h y  a n d  l e a d e rs  o f  t h e  t i m e   
t h o u g h .  S a i n t  Jo h n  wo u l d  te l l  p e o p l e  w h e n  t h ey  we re  a c t i n g  
i n a p p ro p r i a te l y.  Th e  Em p re s s  Eu d ox i a  e s p e c i a l l y  d i d n’ t  l i ke  
t h i s  a n d  h a d  h i m  b a n i s h e d  tw i c e .  Th e  f i rs t  t i m e  s h e  
b e g ge d  S a i n t  Jo h n  to  c o m e  b a c k  b e c a u s e  a n  
e a r t h q u a ke  s h o o k  t h e  c i t y  a f te r  h e  l e f t .  Th e  s e c o n d  t i m e ,  
S a i n t  Jo h n  d i e d  o n  h i s  way  to  ex i l e .  

S a i n t  Jo h n  i s  k n ow n  fo r  h e l p i n g  t h e  p o o r a n d  
s i c k ,  a s  we l l  a s ,  fo r  h i s  n u m e ro u s  s e r m o n s  a n d  
w r i t i n gs .  A f te r  h i s  d e at h ,  h e  wa s  c a l l e d  
C h r ys o s to m  -  w h i c h  m e a n s ,  “go l d e n  m o u t h e d .”  
O n  m o s t S u n d ays ,  we  u s e  t h e  L i tu rg y  o f  S a i n t  
Jo h n  C h r ys o s to m  a n d  o n  Pa s c h a ,  we  h e a r 
o n e  o f  h i s  s e r m o n s .  

We  re m e m b e r S a i n t  Jo h n  C h r ys o s to m  o n  
Nove m b e r 1 3 t h .  

Writ ten by Jenni fer  Hock ~  

I l lust rated by Anna Winter  

Illumination Learning www.illumination-learning.com



LESSON

Icon Discussion, Liturgy Discussion, Video

Share icon of St. John Chrysostom: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom#/
media/File:Johnchrysostom.jpg

What can we learn about Saint John Chrysostom from his icon?
• Does he look like he’s wearing vestments or everyday clothes? (Vestments)
• Who wears vestments? (Clergy)
• What is he holding in one of his hands? (A book)
• What is he doing with his other hand? (Blessing)

Reference pages 23-23 in “Christ Amongst Us” and read the story of St. John included 
with this lesson

When we go to church on Sundays, we participate in the service called the Divine Liturgy. 
Most Sundays, it is the liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.

Review Questions:
• What is the name of the service we go to on Sunday mornings? (Divine Liturgy)
• Did St. John write the Divine Liturgy we use on most Sundays? (Yes)

YouTube: Video about St. John Chrysostom (25 min 8 sec) - 
https://youtu.be/b5N5msAPzLk
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WEEK 7: LiTURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

MiDDLE SCHOOL

GOALS Who is St. John Chrysostom?
When do we use the Liturgy of St. John?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom#/media/File:Johnchrysostom.jpg
https://youtu.be/b5N5msAPzLk


 

S A I N T  J O H N  C H R Y S O STO M  
S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  b o r n  i n  A n t i o c h ,  S y r i a .  H i s  d a d  wa s  a  m i l i ta r y  l e a d e r a n d  
d i e d  w h e n  h e  wa s  a  yo u n g  b oy.  H i s  m o m  ra i s e d  h i m  i n  a  G o d - l ov i n g  h o m e  
a n d  m a d e  s u re  h e  wa s  a l s o  we l l  e d u c a te d .  Jo h n  f i n i s h e d  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e n  
b e c a m e  a  m o n k .  He  l i ve d  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  fo r  s eve ra l  ye a rs  -  w h e re  h e  
fa s te d ,  p raye d ,  a n d  b e ga n  h i s  w r i t i n gs .  

A f te r  re tu r n i n g  to  t h e  c i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  i l l n e s s ,  S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  o rd a i n e d  a  
d e a c o n  a n d  t h e n  a  p r i e s t .  I t  wa s  w h i l e  S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  a  p r i e s t  t h a t  h e  
b e ga n  to  g i ve  m a n y  s e r m o n s  a n d  b e c a m e  fa m o u s  fo r  t h e m .  Th e  s e r m o n s  
we re  a l ways  e l o q u e n t a n d  e a sy  to  u n d e rs ta n d .  

Eve n tu a l l y,  h e  wa s  o rd a i n e d  a  b i s h o p  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
te a c h i n g  a s  t h e  p at r i a rc h  o f  C o n s ta n t i n o p l e .  He  wa s  n ot 
a l ways  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  we a l t h y  a n d  l e a d e rs  o f  t h e  t i m e   
t h o u g h .  S a i n t  Jo h n  wo u l d  te l l  p e o p l e  w h e n  t h ey  we re  a c t i n g  
i n a p p ro p r i a te l y.  Th e  Em p re s s  Eu d ox i a  e s p e c i a l l y  d i d n’ t  l i ke  
t h i s  a n d  h a d  h i m  b a n i s h e d  tw i c e .  Th e  f i rs t  t i m e  s h e  
b e g ge d  S a i n t  Jo h n  to  c o m e  b a c k  b e c a u s e  a n  e a r t h q u a ke  
s h o o k  t h e  c i t y  a f te r  h e  l e f t .  Th e  s e c o n d  t i m e ,  S a i n t  Jo h n  
d i e d  o n  h i s  way  to  ex i l e .  

S a i n t  Jo h n  i s  k n ow n  fo r  c o m p i l i n g  t h e  l i t u rg y,  
w h i c h  we  c a l l  t h e  L i tu rg y  o f  S t .  Jo h n  
C h r ys o s to m . He  h e l p e d  t h e  p o o r a n d  s i c k .  He  
i n t ro d u c e d  a n t i p h o n a l  s i n g i n g  fo r  t h e  a l l - n i g h t  
v i g i l ,  w rote  p raye rs  fo r  t h e  a n o i n t i n g  o f  t h e  
s i c k  w i t h  o i l ,  a n d  a f te r  h i s  d e at h  h e  wa s  
c a l l e d  C h r ys o s to m  -  w h i c h  m e a n s  “go l d e n -
m o u t h e d .”  

We  re m e m b e r S a i n t  Jo h n  C h r ys o s to m  o n  
Nove m b e r 1 3 t h .  

Writ ten by Jenni fer  Hock ~  

I l lust rated by Anna Winter  

Illumination Learning www.illumination-learning.com



GOALS Who is St. John Chrysostom?
When do we use the Liturgy of St. John?

LESSON

Icon Discussion, Liturgy Discussion, Video, Life of St. John

Share icon of St. John Chrysostom: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom#/
media/File:Johnchrysostom.jpg

What can we learn about Saint John Chrysostom from his icon?
• Does he look like he’s wearing vestments or everyday clothes? (Vestments)
• Who wears vestments? (Clergy)
• What is he holding in one of his hands? (A book)
• What is he doing with his other hand? (Blessing)

Reference pages 23-23 in “Christ Amongst Us” and read the story of St. John included 
with this lesson

When we go to church on Sundays, we participate in the service called the Divine Liturgy. 
Most Sundays, it is the liturgy of St. John Chrysostom.

Review Questions:
• What is the name of the service we go to on Sunday mornings?
• Did St. John write the Divine Liturgy we use on most Sundays? 

YouTube: Video about St. John Chrysostom (25 min 8 sec) - Watch & Discuss 
https://youtu.be/b5N5msAPzLk

Illumination Learning www.illumination-learning.com

WEEK 7: LiTURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

HiGH SCHOOL

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Chrysostom#/media/File:Johnchrysostom.jpg
https://youtu.be/b5N5msAPzLk


 

S a i n t  Jo h n  C h r ys o s to m  
S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  b o r n  i n  A n t i o c h ,  S y r i a .  H i s  d a d  wa s  a  m i l i ta r y  l e a d e r a n d  
d i e d  w h e n  h e  wa s  a  yo u n g  b oy.  H i s  m o m  ra i s e d  h i m  i n  a  G o d - l ov i n g  h o m e  
a n d  m a d e  s u re  h e  wa s  a l s o  we l l  e d u c a te d .  Jo h n  f i n i s h e d  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e n  
b e c a m e  a  m o n k .  He  l i ve d  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  fo r  s eve ra l  ye a rs  -  w h e re  h e  
fa s te d ,  p raye d ,  a n d  b e ga n  h i s  w r i t i n gs .  

A f te r  re tu r n i n g  to  t h e  c i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  i l l n e s s ,  S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  o rd a i n e d  a  
d e a c o n  a n d  t h e n  a  p r i e s t .  I t  wa s  w h i l e  S a i n t  Jo h n  wa s  a  p r i e s t  t h a t  h e  
b e ga n  to  g i ve  m a n y  s e r m o n s  a n d  b e c a m e  fa m o u s  fo r  t h e m .  Th e  s e r m o n s  
we re  a l ways  e l o q u e n t a n d  e a sy  to  u n d e rs ta n d .  

Eve n tu a l l y,  h e  wa s  o rd a i n e d  a  b i s h o p  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
te a c h i n g  a s  t h e  p at r i a rc h  o f  C o n s ta n t i n o p l e .  He  wa s  n ot 
a l ways  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  we a l t h y  a n d  l e a d e rs  o f  t h e  t i m e   
t h o u g h .  S a i n t  Jo h n  wo u l d  te l l  p e o p l e  w h e n  t h ey  we re  a c t i n g  
i n a p p ro p r i a te l y.  Th e  Em p re s s  Eu d ox i a  e s p e c i a l l y  d i d n’ t  l i ke  
t h i s  a n d  h a d  h i m  b a n i s h e d  tw i c e .  Th e  f i rs t  t i m e  s h e  b e g ge d  
S a i n t  Jo h n  to  c o m e  b a c k  b e c a u s e  a n  e a r t h q u a ke  s h o o k  
t h e  c i t y  a f te r  h e  l e f t .  Th e  s e c o n d  t i m e ,  S a i n t  Jo h n  d i e d  
o n  h i s  way  to  ex i l e .  

S a i n t  Jo h n  i s  k n ow n  fo r  c o m p i l i n g  t h e  l i t u rg y,  
w h i c h  we  c a l l  t h e  L i tu rg y  o f  S t .  Jo h n  
C h r ys o s to m . He  h e l p e d  t h e  p o o r a n d  s i c k .  He  
i n t ro d u c e d  a n t i p h o n a l  s i n g i n g  fo r  t h e  a l l - n i g h t  
v i g i l ,  w rote  p raye rs  fo r  t h e  a n o i n t i n g  o f  t h e  
s i c k  w i t h  o i l ,  a n d  a f te r  h i s  d e at h  h e  wa s  
c a l l e d  C h r ys o s to m  -  w h i c h  m e a n s  “go l d e n -
m o u t h e d .”  

We  re m e m b e r S a i n t  Jo h n  C h r ys o s to m  o n  
Nove m b e r 1 3 t h .  

Writ ten by Jenni fer  Hock ~  

I l lust rated by Anna Winter  

Illumination Learning www.illumination-learning.com


